THE POWER OF PRAYER
As Christians we do not have to continually worry about the everyday things of life, as we have a God who promises to supply our every need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19)
Jesus Himself told His disciples that they should not be like the unbelievers in worrying about the everyday things of life. In the gospel of Matthew we read the words of Jesus.

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 

WHEN WE PRAY TO GOD WE CAN BELIEVE FOR OUR CIRCUMSTANCES TO CHANGE AS NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD (Luke 1:37)
Jesus Himself said, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:20)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works that these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I WILL DO IT.”  (John 14:12-14)
Jesus also said, “And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18)
WE HAVE A GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS

WE MUST NEVER LIMIT GOD

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)

PRAYER IS SIMPLY COMMUNING WITH GOD. 
I WILL NOW SHARE ABOUT ONE ASPECT OF PRAYER THAT I BELIEVE IS VITALLY IMPORTANT FOR ALL CHRISTIANS – “INVOLVING GOD IN ALL THAT WE DO” 

“HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing.”               (1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 
In Philippians we read, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

In Proverbs 3:5-6 we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

LIFE IS A LOT EASIER WHEN WE INVOLVE GOD IN ALL THAT WE DO IN LIFE. WHEN WE HAVE A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER

Jesus Himself said,

“Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 
We need to learn to continually take our cares to the LORD in prayer
I WILL NOW JUST SHARE BRIEFLY A NUMBER OF REASONS WHY WE NEED TO HAVE A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER

1) God’s ways are far higher than our ways 

In the book of Isaiah we read, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
2) Life is full of many choices. We need God’s wisdom every day. The choices we make today will impact us tomorrow and sometimes for many years

3) God’s timing is crucial in life. As we allow the LORD to direct our steps in life, we will invariably always be at the right place at the right time and see many Divine appointments taking place in our life. In Psalm 37:23 we read,
“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23)
4) Involving God in all areas of our life makes life easier for us and saves time and money:  –  Praying for Parking Spots

· Involving the Lord in our shopping (Getting the specials)
          God also loves to be involved in the everyday things of our life as well

5) When we involve God in all that we do we can depend on His strength and enabling power. He always anoints us for the tasks that He gives us
6) When we involve God in all that we do we see the many little miracles and divine appointments that make our Christian walk a faith adventure
7) When we involve God in all that we do we are far less likely to be overwhelmed by life’s challenges and at times busy schedules. In the book of Isaiah we read,

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)

8) Nothing is too trivial for God. He is vitally interested in every area of our life. He loves being involved in all that we do and seeing us living a life full of purpose and meaning. 

9) Having a lifestyle of prayer helps us to live a life of “God dependence” and INTIMACY in our walk with the LORD. In His presence is fullness of joy.  

Being continually led by the Holy Spirit helps us to stay in the centre of God’s will for our life and to see our lives bearing much fruit. Jesus Himself,

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26) 

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
I WILL NOW CONCLUDE BY SHARING A NUMBER OF KEYS THAT ARE FOUND IN THE BIBLE THAT RELATE TO PRAYER

1) The importance of being FERVENT and PERSISTENT in our prayers

In the book of James we read, “…The effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.” (James 5:16-18)

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

2) Praying with a right heart

Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”   “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:24-26)

3) Being SPECIFIC in our prayers

Jesus said, “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:23-24)

4) Praying according to God’s WILL as led by the Holy Spirit

The Apostle John wrote, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” (Romans 8:26-27)

5) The prayer of agreement

Jesus said, “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.” (Matthew 18:19)

6) Praying with FAITH in our heart. Believing for the answered prayer

Jesus said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24) Jesus also said,            “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
7) We must continually keep our confessions in line with God’s promises – We must not continually speak about the problems in our life or they will become like mountains in our life. 

(In chapters 13 and 14 of the book of Numbers in the Old Testament, we see that through the negative report of 10 unbelieving spies a whole generation of the Children of Israel failed to enter into the Promised Land and missed God’s destiny for them)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) and

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)

8) Prayers to bind and loose

Jesus said, “And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:19)

9) Praying in the Spirit (Praying in tongues helps to build up our spirit man and often to gain greater clarity in our life as we also hear from God)
“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” (Jude 20 and 21)

10) Praying to the Father in the Name of Jesus

Jesus said, “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:23-24)
11) The importance of worship (touching heaven changing earth) – When we focus on the bigness of our God our problems appear far smaller
Jesus said, “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)
King David wrote, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.” (Psalm 100:4)
12) The importance of UNITY between believers
In Psalm 133 we read, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.  It is like the precious oil upon the head, Running down on the beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down on the edge of his garments. It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the blessing –Life forevermore.” (Psalm 133:1-3)
IN THE BOOK OF ACTS WE SEE THE RESULT OF PRAYER AND UNITY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

After experiencing great persecution the Apostles gathered to pray together:

“So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them … And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:24 &31)

WE HAVE A GOD WHO ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS
The word of the Lord came to the Prophet Jeremiah in prison, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
